
2nd Sunday Lent B       Mark 9:2-10  
 
Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led 
them up a high mountain where they could be alone by 
themselves. There in their presence he was 
transfigured: his clothes became dazzlingly white, 
whiter than any earthly bleacher could make them. 
Elijah appeared to them with Moses; and they were 
talking with Jesus. Then Peter spoke to Jesus. 'Rabbi', 
he said it is wonderful for us to be here; so let us make 
three tents, one for you, one for Moses and one for 
Elijah.' He did not know what to say; they were so 

frightened. 
And a cloud 
came, 
covering 
them in 
shadow; and 
there came 
a voice from 
the cloud, 
'This is my 
Son, the 
Beloved. 
Listen to 
him.' Then 
suddenly, 
when they 
looked 

round, they saw no one with them any more but only 
Jesus. As they came down the mountain he warned 
them to tell no one what they had seen, until after the 
Son of Man had risen from the dead. They observed 
the warning faithfully, though among themselves they 
discussed what 'rising from the dead' could mean. 

Reflection 
 
The gospel for the Second Sunday of Lent each year is 
the account of the transfiguration of Jesus. In Mark we 
have just passed the half way point and Jesus has 
revealed to the disciples that he is the Messiah but he 
wishes them to come to understand this not in terms of 
glory and esteem but in being faithful to God's will and 
so he has mentioned to them for the first time that he 
will have to endure his passion in Jerusalem. Peter is 
appalled at the idea but Jesus does not shrink from 
telling him that those who want to follow must take up 
their cross. This is the background to today's gospel. 
Peter, James and John who were present at the raising 
of the daughter of Jairus (chapter 6) are now invited up 
the mountain where they behold him quite literally in a 
whole new light. At this key moment of revelation of 
who he really is they are invited to 'listen to him'. 
However, as the story continues we learn that they are 

poor listeners and they fail to take on board his 
message of the self-emptying love of the kingdom. The 
next time these three are invited to come aside with him 
is at the foot of a mountain, the Mount of Olives, in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, and there too Jesus is 
revealed to them, not in glory but in suffering and, 
because they have not listened, they will run away. 

  

Lent is a time for letting go and these readings make 
the point very well. If we are to come to know God and 
the meaning of real love, then we must learn to let go of 
our certainties and insisting on having things our own 
way. Abraham and Jesus both learned to entrust 
everything into the hands of God the Father, even when 
this appeared to lead to the end of everything they had 
hoped for. God in Jesus would have us understand that 
he is with us in every moment of our lives and each 
moment, whether at the top of the mountain or in 
Gethsemane, is sacred. If we are to understand this, we 
must develop the art of doing what the Father has 
asked us and that is the art of listening, really listening 
to his Son. 

Today too, many people suffer because they are 
Christians and because they live the Gospel.  

How do we approach the cross?  

What does it mean? 

Lord, from time to time you give us beautiful 
experiences, moments which bind us to a person or a 
cause. But it is only when we have come down from the 
mountain and seen that person or cause die and rise 
from the dead that we will be able to speak about what 
happened on the mountain  

Final Prayer  

Lord Jesus, we thank for the word that has enabled us 
to understand better the will of the Father. May your 
Spirit enlighten our actions and grant us the strength to 
practice that which your Word has revealed to us. May 
we, like Mary, your mother, not only listen to but also 
practice the Word. You who live and reign with the 
Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 


